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320 THE MONIST. 

He distinguishes between pure perception and remembrance, stating that 
in the former the perceived object is present. It is a body which modifies our 
own, while the latter is a representation of an absent object, and there are 
two hypotheses with opposite consequences. Professor Bergson says: 

"If, in the case of a present object, a state of our body is thought suffi- 
cient to create the representation of the object, still more must it be thought 
so in the case of an object that is represented though absent. It is necessary 
therefore, on this theory, that the remembrance should arise from the atten- 
uated repetition of the cerebral phenomenon which occasioned the primary 
perception, and should consist simply in a perception weakened. Whence this 
double thesis: Memory is only a function of the brain, and there is only a 
difference of intensity between perception and recollection." 

The opposite of this hypothesis reads thus : 

"Memory is something other than a function of the brain, and there is 
not merely a difference of degree, but of kind, between perception and recol- 
lection." 

Professor Bergson is opposed to the mechanical theory of life, and he 
thinks that memory does not depend on the brain. He opposes the theory of 
parallelism, and refutes it by the following argument: 

"That there is a close connection between a state of consciousness and 
the brain we do not dispute. But there is also a close connection between 
a coat and the nail on which it hangs, for, if the nail is pulled out, the coat 
falls to the ground. Shall we say, then, that the shape of the nail gives us the 
shape of the coat, or in any way corresponds to it? No more are we entitled 
to conclude, because the physical fact is hung on to a cerebral state, that there 
is any parallelism between the two series psychical and physiological." t 



Les roches et leurs elements MiNERALociQUES. Par Ed. Jannettas. Paris : 
A. Hermann, 1910. Pp. 704. With twenty colored and eight uncol- 
ored plates, 322 figures and 2 geological maps. Price, 8fr. 

Geology is one of the most interesting of the sciences and, as the author 
of the volume before us says in his preface, the necessity of the knowledge 
of the elements which make up the crust of the earth, is evident not only 
to chemists, geologists, and miners who are directly interested in it, but even 
to the sculptor who is in search of a fine statuary marble, to the architect 
who should familiarize himself first with the constitution of the soil upon 
which he builds and then with that of the materials in the construction and 
adornment of buildings, and finally to the agriculturist who must not be in 
ignorance of the quality of the arable lands to which he entrusts his seed. 

M. Jannettaz is a lecturer at the Sorbonne and is connected with the 
museum of that institution. He has here undertaken to give a complete treat- 
ise on the entire subject of rocks that will prove satisfactory to those who wish 
to enter upon the study. 

The book is divided into three parts. The first may be regarded as an 
elementary treatise on physical chrystallography ; the second on a compen- 
dium of mineralogy, and the third is devoted to a description of rocks. In 
an appendix is given the method of determining rocks, also tables of the 
characteristics of their elements, a chronological list of eruptive and sedi- 
mentary rocks, and a bibliography. /> 



